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(b  Hanover, NH, 1803; d  Ca tta raugus Indian  Rese rva tion  [loc in  Ca tta raugus, 
Chautauqua , and  Erie  Cos], 13 Apr 1875). Missionary to  the  Seneca  Indians. 
Attending first Dartm outh  College  and  the n  Andover Theologica l Sem inary, Wright 
gradua ted  in  1831 and  was orda ined  the  sam e  year. He  began  h is m issionary work 
for the  Am erican  Boa rd  of Com m issioners for Fore ign  Missions and  m oved to  the  
Buffa lo Creek Rese rva tion  [now in  Erie  Co], where  he  transla ted  b ib lica l te xts and  
hym ns in to Se neca . In  1833 he  m arried  Laura  She ldon, who joine d  h im  a t the  
m ission . The  Wrights produced  language-teaching m ate ria ls, including the  Spe lling 
Book in  the  Seneca  Language  with  English  Defin itions (1842), and  la te r transla ted  
the  Gospe ls in to Se ne ca . Wright opposed  the  Trea ty of Buffa lo Creek of 1838 in  
which  the  Se neca  lost a ll of the ir m a jor Ne w York Sta te  rese rva tions. Toge the r with  
the  Socie ty of Friends he  he lped  secure  the  Com prom ise  Trea ty of 1842. Under th is 
trea ty the  Se neca  re ta ined  ownersh ip  of the  Allegany and  Ca tta raugus Rese rva tions 
but were  d isp laced  from  the  Buffa lo Creek and  Tonawanda  rese rva tions. In  1845 
the  Wrights re loca ted  to  the  Ca tta raugus Rese rva tion  and  in  1855 estab lished  the  
Thom as Indian  School. 
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