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Parent Signature Required

Dear Parent,

The enclosed Parent Handbook is provided for your information. Discussed within the book are the
administrative guidelines that will be used throughout the 2023-2024 school year.

Please read the handbook and become familiar with the guidelines. Discuss the information with your child.
As Riley School looks to provide the best possible quality education for your student, it is vitally important that
both you and your child know the expectations and opportunities that your school affords.

After you have read and discussed the handbook with your children, please sign and return this sign-off to
school.
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I have read and understand the Riley Parent Handbook.

Parent signature

Date

Student signature (optional)

Please print student’s name(s)



August 10, 2023
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to the 2023-24 school year! I am very excited to start my first year here at Riley. The School Riley District
is known for its “family” feel and I have experienced that first hand since taking the job as Superintendent. Everyone
has been welcoming and helpful, making the transition into this position much easier. We have been working hard
planning this summer to ensure that our students will have a great school year. Please do not hesitate to contact me if
you have any issues or concerns. I look forward to getting to know all of you throughout the school year.

Please familiarize yourself with the features of this handbook. We have included a helpful Table of Contents that will
direct you to the answers of many of your questions during the school year. If you need a personal answer, we are
pleased to provide that also.

This year the following regular communications will be issued to make sure that you have timely information about
your child’s schooling:

--Monthly ‘Newsnotes’ will be sent through email to parents/guardians
--Consult the Riley Website www.riley18.org
--Teacher Ease

--Download the Riley School App on your smartphone or tablet
--November Parent Teacher Conferences. Attend and Share!
—Facebook “Riley Vikings”.

Sincerely,

Jason Grey
Superintendent


http://www.riley18.org

MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS

MISSION STATEMENT:

Riley Community Consolidated School District #18 strives to provide a quality education with a learning
community that is student-centered, challenging, and rigorous. We are committed to affording every student
the necessary educational and social skills for the future and will provide, in conjunction with parents and
stakeholders, a safe, nurturing learning environment.

VISION STATEMENT:

Students leaving Riley Community Consolidated School District #18 will have developed a sense of
responsibility and self-confidence, a commitment to life-long learning, and the ability to work as productive
team members in a variety of situations. They will possess productive problem-solving skills that will enable
them to rise up and meet the challenges of an ever-changing global community and to pursue higher levels of
education.

GENERAL GOAL STATEMENTS:

1. Student Achievement/Curriculum: The District will adopt curriculum to assure that all students will
show academic growth as evidenced through State achievement tests and local assessments.

2. Finance: The Board will pass a balanced budget every year in order to retain sufficient reserves to
support future needs and avoid deficit spending.

3. Facilities: The Board will adopt a long-term plan to address existing and future facility needs.

4. Technology: The Board will provide the necessary technology needed to support current teaching
methods and ensure students develop literacy.

5. Community/District Relations: In order to foster a sense of district ownership by its stakeholders, the
District will encourage public participation and comment at board meetings and provide other forums
for community engagement.
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RILEY CURRICULUM

CORE PROGRAM
The Riley academic program is a blend of the basics and supplemental programs designed to provide a positive
learning experience for your child.

Reading is taught using the materials that have a major emphasis on phonics in the lower grades. Primary
students learn manuscript printing through a Zaner Bloser format. Health and physical education instruction
also follows the objectives of the Illinois Learning Standards. The fine arts are taught through classroom
music, band and chorus, primary and junior high art.

In addition to the core academic program, the Riley sex education/sex abuse curriculum may contain certain
topics or activities that parents can decline (in writing) to have presented to their child. The student shall not be
required to take that portion of the course, if the parent submits to the administration a written objection with
valid reasons. All curriculum is subject to school board review.

Supplementing the core program is a diverse offering for each student. An interschool competitive sports
program is available for sixth, seventh, and eighth graders. (Athletics include co-ed soccer, basketball,
volleyball, and track & field.) Introductory skills in some sports may be available for sixth graders. Computer
instruction is provided through the school’s learning center, and in related curricular areas. Throughout the year
students enjoy many special events including Winter and Spring Music Programs, Pumpkin Run , Hall of
Harvest, Turkey Shoot, and Eighth Grade Graduation to name a few.

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS
Parents/guardians may request information about the qualifications of their student’s teachers and
paraprofessionals, including:

° Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject
areas in which the teacher provides instruction;

° Whether the teacher is teaching under an emergency or other provisional status through which State
qualification and licensing criteria have been waived;

° Whether the teacher is teaching in a field of discipline of the teacher’s certification;

° Whether any instructional aides or paraprofessionals provide services to your student and, if so, their
qualifications.

If you would like to receive any of this information, please contact the school office.

MONTHLY "VIKING" STUDENT AWARDS

Each month two junior high students are recognized with the "Viking Student Award". To be nominated for this
monthly award the student needs to display significant progress for the month in academic, sports or social
areas. Nominations are made by classroom teachers and staff members. Final selection is made by the
Superintendent and Principal with the award presented at the monthly School Board meeting. The Principal
maintains a monthly posting of student pictures in the school entrance as a special tribute to the award winners.
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PHYSICAL AND DENTAL EXAMS

Required Health Examinations and Immunizations

All students are required to present appropriate proof of a health examination and the immunizations against,
and screenings

for, preventable communicable diseases within one year prior to:

1. Entering kindergarten or the first grade;

2. Entering the sixth and ninth grades; and

3. Enrolling in an Illinois school for the first time, regardless of the student’s grade. Proof of immunization
against meningococcal disease is required for students in grades 6 and 12. A diabetes screening must be
included as part of the health exam (though diabetes testing is not required). Students between the age of one
and seven must provide a statement from a physician assuring that the student was “risk-assessed” or screened
for lead poisoning.

Failure to comply with the above requirements by October 15 of the current school year will result in the
student’s exclusion from school until the required health forms are presented to the school, subject to certain
exceptions. New students who register mid-term have 30 days following registration to comply with the health
examination and immunization requirements. If a medical reason prevents a student from receiving a required
immunization by October 15, the student must present, by October 15, an immunization schedule and a
statement of the medical reasons causing the delay. The schedule and statement of medical reasons must be
signed by an appropriate medical professional.

Eye Examination

All students entering kindergarten or the school for the first time must present proof by October 15 of the
current school year of an eye examination performed within one year. Failure to present proof by October 15,
allows the school to hold the student’s report card until the student presents: (1) proof of a completed eye
examination, or (2) that an eye examination will take place within 60 days after October 15.

Dental Examination

All students entering kindergarten, second and sixth grades must present proof by May 15 of the current school
year of having been examined by a licensed dentist within the last 18 months. Failure to present proof allows
the school to hold the child’s report card until the student presents: (1) proof of a completed dental examination,
or (2) that a dental examination

will take place within 60 days after May 15.

Exemptions

A student will be exempted from the above requirements for:

1. Medical grounds if the student’s parent/guardian presents to the building principal a signed statement
explaining the objection;

2. Religious grounds if the student’s parent/guardian presents to the building principal a completed Certificate
of Religious Exemption;

3. Health examination or immunization requirements on medical grounds if a physician provides written
verification;
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4. Eye examination requirement if the student’s parent/guardian shows an undue burden or lack of access to a
physician licensed to practice medicine in all of its branches who provides eye examinations or a licensed
optometrist; or

5. Dental examination requirement if the student’s parent/guardian shows an undue burden or a lack of access to
a dentist.

All new students must provide an original birth certificate at time of registration and transfer form from
previous school.

Children entering kindergarten must be five years old by September 1.

REGISTRATION FEES:

The book fees are as follows: 2 Day Kindergarten: $50, Kindergarten through fifth grades: $90, and sixth
through eighth grades: $100. Technology Fee: Kindergarten — 5™: $15, 6™ — 8™": $28. Lunch prices are $3.25
and milk prices are $0.40. Money can be deposited in your child’s account through TeacherEase or sent to
school with your child. (Note: All money sent to school should be put in an envelope with the student’s
name and an explanation of what the money is for.)

SUPPLIES

The supplies each child will need are as follows (Please no backpacks with wheels):

Music Supplies:

General Music Classes: 1st-5th grade students need a folder (with name displayed on the front). a pencil, and
some paper.

Choir (6th-8th grade): Need to bring 2 pencils. Folders will be provided.

Beginning Band (5th Grade): Students need 2 pencils to be kept in their instrument case.

Concert Band (6th-8th Grade): Students need 1/2" black binder with a view and 20 clear sheet protectors
(antiglare is preferred). Please no binders bigger that 1". All saxophone and clarinet students should have at
least 4 r at all tim an rchased at school

Art Department:

(K-5" grade) 1 bottle of liquid glue, 1 box of tissue, 1 container of anti-bacterial wipes (to be left in the art
room).

KINDERGARTEN:

1 box of 5 oz. paper cups (Dixie cups), 1 box colored pencils, 1 roll of Select-A-Size paper towels, 1 large box
of tissues, Blunt Fiskars scissors, 6 glue sticks, 2 packs of 16 large crayons (not jumbo size), 2 containers
disinfecting wipes for cleaning, 3 two-pocket plastic coated folders, 1 inch three-ring binder, 1 wide-ruled
notebook (not spiral), 2 boxes of § basic colored markers, 1 large school bag/backpack, marked with name (no
backpacks on wheels), gym shoes (for PE to keep at school), change of clothes (to keep at school). 1 large box
of granola bars/fruit cereal bars or 1 large of cereal (please no sugary cereals).
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FIRST GRADE:

Gym shoes that will stay at school, one box of #2 yellow pencils with erasers, thick washable markers, scissors,
school glue, 1” three ring binder, (1) package of 25 clear plastic sheet protectors, (1) wideruled spiral notebook,
headphones, a package of 4 colored highlighters, a large plastic school box, (3) twopocket folders, (4) erasers,
(8) glue sticks, a large box of 200 or more count tissues, crayons, colored pencils, clipboard, antibacterial wipes,
hand sanitizer, paper towels, and a backpack (no wheels).

SECOND GRADE:

Gym shoes that will stay at school, box of yellow #2 pencils, earbuds or headphones, colored pencils, crayons,
(1) box of tissues, (2) highlighters, (2) two-pocket folders, a standard/metric ruler, two erasers, sharp Fiskar
scissors, (2) glue sticks, school glue, thick washable markers, a large plastic school box for supplies, two
70-count wide ruled spiral notebooks, clipboard, LAST NAMES A-M (1) roll paper towels, LAST NAMES
N-Z (1) package antibacterial wipes, and a backpack (no wheels). Please mark all items with your child’s name
or initials.

THIRD GRADE:

Gym shoes that will stay at school, 1 folder (for PE), box of yellow #2 pencils, (1) box of 16 crayons, (4)
two-pocket folders, 2 large boxes of 200 or more count tissues, (3) 70-count wide ruled spiral notebooks, a
standard/metric bendable ruler, (2) erasers, (3) glue sticks, sharp Fiskar scissors, thick washable markers, (12)
count colored pencils, one hi-liter marker, multiplication flashcards, paper towels, (3) antibacterial wet ones,
clipboard, headphones or earbuds, and a large supply box.

FOURTH GRADE:

Gym shoes that will stay at school, 1 folder (for PE), #2 pencils, (2) red pens, (5) twopocket folders, (1)
1.5-inch 3 ring binder, blue and black ballpoint pens (2 of each), sharp Fiskar scissors, standard/metric ruler, 24
count crayons, (4) glue sticks, thick washable markers, 12 count colored pencils, (4) EXPO dry erase markers,
EXPO eraser, pink eraser, (2) highlighters, (1) box of 200 or more tissues, antibacterial wipes, (1) roll of paper
towels, (1) 6 quart plastic storage box for art supplies, clipboard, wired headphones (no bluetooth). Please mark
all items with your child’s name.

FIFTH GRADE:

PE - Regulation Riley P.E. clothes (Hyperstitch), deodorant (non-aerosol), socks, and gym shoes (that will stay
at school), (1) folder, (1) Health folder and (1) Health notebook. CLASS - (3) wide-ruled 70 count spiral
notebooks, (1) clear plastic 6 quart container with lid, (1) wide-ruled composition book, (5) 2- pocket folders:
(2) red, (1) blue, (2) yellow, (1) green 2-pocket folder with prongs, clipboard, one highlighter, (2) packages of
#2 pencils, sharp Fiskars scissors, 24 count crayons, 12 count colored pencils, (4) glue sticks, thick washable
markers, (1) black fine tip Flair marker (made by Papermate - can be purchased from the teacher at Open
House), (1) package of erasers for pencil ends (eraser caps), calculator, 200-300 sheets of wide ruled paper, 250
count tissues, (1) roll of paper towels, antibacterial wipes, and a dictionary for use at home. (1) large art supply
box to hold all art supplies, ear buds and 100-pack of notecards. Please mark all items with your child’s name.
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SIXTH THROUGH EIGHTH GRADE

Fire safety regulations mandate that the floors and hallways be clear of any obstruction or student materials.
Students will want to plan how much they can store in their hallway locker. In addition to adopting a
‘minimalist’ philosophy, students will want to consider trimmer book bags that can be enclosed within their
locker. Regulation Riley P.E. clothes (Hyperstitch), deodorant (non-aerosol), socks, and gym shoes that will stay
at school, (1) folder.

General Items for all Classes: 4 dozen #2 pencils, 12 count colored pencils, markers, 2 red pens, 12 blue or
black pens, 200 count filler paper, 2 boxes tissues, earbuds or corded headphones, hand pencil sharpeners,
disinfecting wipes and paper towels. All articles must be marked with the student's name. Please, no self-stick
commercial textbook covers, stretch book covers (damage books), or GEL PENS. Students also need access to a
thesaurus.

Junior High Science:
100-sheet Composition Notebook (not spiral), folder, glue sticks, and scissors.
Junior High Social Studies:

Folder, colored pencils, 2-100 packs lined index cards (7th grade only), notebook, highlighters, and one fine-tip
permanent marker.

Junior High Math:

One 70 plus page notebook, folder. Calculator: Please purchase one for personal use (TI-30 scientific
calculator), 50 count graph paper.

Junior High Reading:

One 1-subject notebook, and folder.

Junior High Language Arts:

5-Pocket accordion folder, 4 pack highlighters, one 3 subject notebook.
Eighth Grade Algebra:

Notebook, scientific calculator (T1 30 is fine).

Junior High Health:

2 subject notebook for journal entries and notes, and folder.

Junior High Art:

1 bottle of liquid glue, 1 pair scissors, 1 box of tissue, 1 container of anti-bacterial wipes (to be left in the art
room)
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
TITLE I READING

In 1994, the United States Congress passed an Education Act to improve the quality of education in the United
States. Title I of this Act provides money for selected schools to help children at risk of failure. Riley School
participates in this program and provides additional help in the area of reading for those qualified students in
grades 1-5. Parents who have a son or daughter who qualifies as a result of the spring achievement test will be
contacted by the Title I teacher in early fall. We encourage all parents with children participating in the program
to attend our parent advisory meetings held throughout the year. Parents have the right to inquire about the
qualifications of teachers and paraprofessionals including Title I instructors. Funding for this program is
partially provided by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Consolidated Grants. Other funds received through
this grant include Title II Improvement of Instruction.

ENGLISH LEARNERS

The school offers opportunities for resident English Learners to achieve at high levels in academic subjects and
to meet the same challenging State standards that all children are expected to meet.

Parents/guardians of English Learners will be informed how they can: (1) be involved in the education of their
children, and (2) be active participants in assisting their children to attain English proficiency, achieve at high
levels within a well-rounded education, and meet the challenging State academic standards expected of all
students.

For questions related to this program or to express input in the school’s English Learners program, contact the
school principal at 815-568-8637.

DRUG AWARENESS PROGRAM

Students in grades K-8 receive in-class awareness instruction as well as occasional school assembly programs
on a variety of topics.

CURRICULUM OBJECTION

Per school code and/or state statute or regulation, the Riley curriculum must contain instruction covering certain
topics/activities that parents may find objectionable. Instruction in recognizing and avoiding sexual abuse and
sex education/family life must be presented at various elementary grades. When such units of instruction are
planned, Riley teachers will provide parents a minimum of 5 days prior notice and give parents the opportunity
for their child(ren) to be excused from that component of instruction. No pupil shall be required to take that
portion of the course if the parent submits written objection. Parents may also file a written objection based on
religious beliefs. Alternative assignments will be assigned during this portion of instruction.

Students will not be required to take or participate in any class or courses in comprehensive sex education,

including in grades 6-12, instruction on both abstinence and contraception for the prevention of pregnancy and

sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS; family life instruction, including in grades 6-12, instruction
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on the prevention, transmission, and spread of AIDS; instruction on diseases; recognizing and avoiding sexual
abuse; or instruction on donor programs for organ/tissue, blood donor, and transplantation, if his or her parent or
guardian submits a written objection. The parent or guardian’s decision will not be the reason for any student
discipline, including suspension or expulsion. Nothing in this section prohibits instruction in sanitation, hygiene
or traditional courses in biology.'

Parents or guardians may examine the instructional materials to be used in any district sex education class or
course.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION INFORMATION

*GRADES 1-4

1. Gym shoes: Please print your child's name on the inside of the tongue with a waterproof marker. Shoes
are to be left at school and NOT to be worn to and from school. No platform gym shoes. Gym shoes must fit
snug enough to stay on a child's feet when running and kicking.

2. Physical education classes will be held outside daily during the fall and spring when it is often cool.
Students should dress accordingly.

3. If your daughter or son is to be excused from any part of the program, please send an excuse to school
stating the reason. If there is some health problem that requires either limited activity or a prolonged excuse of
more than one day, please have your physician inform the school with a written excuse. If a student does not
participate in P.E., that student will not participate in outdoor recess or after school sports.

*GRADES 5-8:

1. P.E. clothes: Please purchase the red gym shorts and gray Riley Viking's shirt with a place for your
child's name which are available at Hyperstitch in Marengo. Mark student's last name on the outside of
the lower right leg of shorts. Student's name should be written across the middle of the shirt.

2. Gym shoes: No platform gym shoes. Gym shoes must fit snug enough to stay on a student's feet when

running and kicking.

3. Deodorant: In an unbreakable non-aerosol container.

4. Physical education classes will be held outside daily during the fall and spring when it is often cool.
Junior high students should bring sweatpants and a sweatshirt or jacket to wear over their gym suit.

5. If your daughter or son is to be excused from any part of the program, please send an excuse to school

stating the reason. If there is some health problem that requires either limited activity or a prolonged
excuse of more than one day, please have your physician inform the school with a written excuse. If a
student does not participate in P.E., (unless excused, i.e. Dr., DDS., appointment, or funeral) that student
will also not participate in outdoor recess or after school sports.

6. The school furnishes a locked locker.

7. Clothing is to be taken home for laundering on Friday and returned for class use on Monday. Gym
clothing is not to be worn outside of physical education class. Classroom clothing and shoes are not
acceptable physical education clothing.

0. An extra work project will be given to students if they are absent or injured.
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In order to be excused from participation in physical education, a student must present an appropriate excuse
from his or her parent/guardian or from a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act. The excuse may be
based on medical or religious prohibitions. An excuse because of medical reasons must include a signed
statement from a person licensed under the Medical Practice Act that corroborates the medical reason for the
request. The District will allow students to miss one day of PE with a parent note while awaiting a doctor’s
note. An excuse based on religious reasons must include a signed statement from a member of the clergy that
corroborates the religious reason for the request.

A student in grades 7-8 may submit a written request to the building principal requesting to be excused from
physical education courses because of the student’s ongoing participation in an interscholastic or extracurricular
athletic program. The building principal will evaluate requests on a case-by-case basis.

A student who is eligible for special education may be excused from physical education courses in either of the
following situations:

1. He or she (a) is in grades 3-12, (b) his or her IEP requires that special education support and services be
provided during physical education time, and (c) the parent/guardian agrees or the I[EP team makes the
determination; or

2. He or she (a) has an IEP, (b) is participating in an adaptive athletic program outside of the school setting,
and (c) the parent/guardian documents the student’s participation as required by the Superintendent or designee.

A student requiring adapted physical education will receive that service in accordance with the student’s
Individualized Education Program.

Special activities in physical education will be provided for a student whose physical or emotional condition, as
determined by a person licensed under the Medical Practices Act, prevents his or her participation in the
physical education course.

State law prohibits the School District from honoring parental excuses based upon a student’s participation in
athletic training, activities, or competitions conducted outside the auspices of the School District.

ACADEMIC PROGRESS

Remote L.earning:

Remote Learning will not be provided if a student is out for an illness. Time will be allowed for studetns to
make-up work according to a timeline agreed upon by the teachers.

Report cards
Issued every nine weeks. The end of each grading period is Oct. 20, Jan. 22, Mar. 15, and May 24.

School Visitation Rights:

The School Visitation Rights Act permits employed parents/guardians, who are unable to meet with educators

because of a work conflict, the right to time off from work under certain conditions to attend necessary school
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functions such as parent-teacher conferences, academic meetings and behavioral meetings. Letters verifying
participation in this program are available from the school office upon request.

Progress Reports

Students in grades 5-8 are issued midway in each 9-week grading period. All students receive this notice, and it
is expected that students will attempt to raise their grade before the end of the grading period. Parents are asked
to discuss the notice with their child and return the signed notice to the school within two school days.
Mid-Quarter reports which are not signed and returned within two (2) school days will result in the student
receiving a Dean Referral. NOTE: Participation in special school events is limited to those students who are
performing satisfactory work.

Satisfactory academic progress must be made by every child in the Riley program. State legislation and HB

451, require students to complete school work satisfactorily. Failure to attain satisfactory performance in
Illinois mandates additional after-school work, summer work by the student, or repetition of the grade level.

Sports Eligibility

While sports play an important role in individual development, our first priority at Riley is a positive academic
achievement for all of our students. By School Board Policy, any student who receives one or more U's and/or
three or more D's on his/her "End of the Week Report" will become ineligible to play or practice for the
following week. An eligibility week will be defined as a Friday through Thursday time period. Sports
eligibility will be computed on each Thursday or the second to last school day of each week. Students will be
notified on the last day of the school week, and a letter will be sent home with the student. The third ineligibility
infraction will result in dismissal of the student athlete from that particular sport. Behavioral detentions will
result in a one-game suspension. The suspended game will be the first game following the infraction(s). All
students that serve a behavioral detention are to serve their required time and have a parent or guardian sign for
the release of the student. In order to participate in athletic team events, students must not have any detentions
in arrears. Students must participate in P.E. class in order to attend practice and games, unless they miss P.E. for
an excused absence (i.e. Dr., DDS., appointment, or funeral). Students must be in attendance at least one-half of
a day in order to participate in practice and games. If a student leaves school because of an illness, they may
NOT return to participate in afterschool activities/sporting events. The student must have a sports physical on
file that will remain valid the entire sports season in which the student is participating. A sports physical
remains valid for one calendar year. An athlete that has been ruled academically ineligible is not allowed to
attend a practice/game and must go home after school to complete any late or missing homework. Activity Fees
will NOT be reimbursed as a result of an athlete being removed from the team because of academic infractions.

HONOR ROLL

High honor roll and honor roll are published every nine weeks. Major subjects, including P.E., count as one
unit. Art, music, and band count as 1/2 unit. High honor roll average must be 3.5 and honor roll average must
be 3.0. The average may not include any D's or U's. Special recognition is given at the end of the year for
honor roll students. Incomplete work inclusive of the eighth grade term paper will affect a student’s honor roll
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status. Students meeting honor roll in all of the first three quarters will be rewarded with participation in the
Honor Roll Luncheon.

SPECTATOR CONDUCT AND SPORTSMANSHIP AGREEMENT

Sportsmanship is an important virtue learned by our Riley athletes and participants in extra-curricular activities.
A sense of fair play, team cohesiveness and non-judgmental cooperation is instilled in students to help build
character and sportsmanship. Our coaches and conference officials do their best to provide athletic programs
and events for the benefit of our students.

We, as parents, guardians and spectators, need to do our best to model good sportsmanship and demonstrate
appropriate fan demeanor during these events as well. While cheering and statements of support and
encouragement are always appropriate; derogatory, insulting or belittling chants directed at students, officials or
coaches are not tolerated. It is also inappropriate to approach (in a negative manner) student athletes, coaches
or officials during/after an event. If you have a concern, please bring it to your child’s coach at an appropriate
time and place.

Riley students and fans have an excellent reputation for demonstrating good sportsmanship at both home and
away games. So that we may continue to enjoy highly supportive sporting events, all parents/guardians of our
student athletes are expected to abide by the terms of this Spectator Conduct and Sportsmanship Agreement.
Spectators who display unsportsman-like conduct may be denied admission to school events. The infractions
and punishments are:

1** infraction — written notice/warning.

2" infraction — 2 game suspension.

3" infraction — suspension for the remainder of athletic season.

As a member of the Mid-Northern Athletic Conference we provide many opportunities for students to
participate in extracurricular sporting events. Both male and female students are encouraged to participate in
the fall, winter and spring athletic offerings. Thank you for supporting our student athletes.

STUDENT ATHLETE AND CONCUSSION POLICY

Student athletes must comply with Illinois’ Youth Sports Concussion Safety Act and all protocols, policies and
bylaws of the Illinois High School Association before being allowed to participate in any athletic activity,
including practice or competition. This information will be covered by coaches at parent’s sports meetings and
within the Athletic Handbook.

A student who was removed from practice or competition because of a suspected concussion shall be allowed to

return only after all statutory prerequisites are completed, including without limitation, the School District’s
return-to-play and return-to-learn protocols.
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ACADEMIC PROMOTION

Students will not be promoted to the next grade level based upon age or any other social reason unrelated to
their academic performance. Decisions to promote or retain students in any grade level shall be based upon
successful completion of the curriculum, grades, attendance, teacher recommendation, performance based on
the Illinois State Assessment Test, and/or other local assessments.

Students who do not qualify for promotion to the next grade level shall be provided remedial assistance, which
may include summer school (required not less than 90 hours), tutorial sessions, increased or concentrated
instruction time, modification to instructional materials and retention in the current grade. This requirement
applies to all Illinois public school students, including eighth grade students who are planning to graduate at the
end of the school year.

Grading:

Students in grades K-3 will receive progress reported on the report card using the following performance level descriptors:
Performance Level Descriptors

Level 4: Student demonstrates in-depth understanding

Level 3: Student demonstrates understanding

Level 2: Student is beginning to demonstrate understanding

Level 1: Student does not yet demonstrate understanding

NE: Not evaluated at this time

M: Meets expectations

I: Improvement needed

Students in grades 4-8 will receive progress reported on the report card as follows:
A = excellent work

B = above average work

C = average work for grade level

D = below average work for grade level

U = not performing at a passing grade level

Teachers may use a plus (+) or minus (-) sign with progress or an incomplete (Inc)

Incomplete progress means the student has not completed the subject area content sufficiently to receive a final grade
evaluation.
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GRADE LEVEL EXIT CRITERIA

KINDERGARTEN

STUDENTS MUST MEET THE CRITERIA IN ALL THREE CORE SUBJECT AREAS TO BE
PROMOTED.

Students will be able to:
READING (must pass 3 out of 4)

90% [ Tell the characters, setting, and what happens in a story.

90% [ Recognize and name uppercase and lowercase letters.

90% | Make the most common sound for each consonant and each vowel.
90% [ Read common sight words.

LANGUAGE ARTS (must pass 2 out of 3)

90% [ Print uppercase and lowercase letters.
90% [ Use what he knows about phonics to write words.
90% | Use drawings, dictation, and writing to share information.

MATHEMATICS (must pass 7 out of 8)

90% [ Write numbers from 0 to 20.

90% | Write a number for a group of 0 to 20 objects.

90% | Put numbers in order.

90% [ Count out a number of objects between 1 and 20.
90% [ Compare two written numbers between 1 and 10.
90% | Solve addition and subtraction problems within 10.
90% [ Place objects into categories.

90% [ Name shapes.

These standards represent the minimal requirements for promotion to first grade at Riley School.
Parents of students who are at risk of not reaching these standards by the end of the school term will be

notified by the classroom teacher as early as possible.
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FIRST GRADE

STUDENTS MUST MEET THE CRITERIA IN ALL THREE CORE SUBJECT AREAS TO BE
PROMOTED.

Students will be able to:
READING (must pass 4 out of 5)

90% [ Tell the characters, setting, and what happens in a story.
90% | Read and understand first grade fiction/nonfiction.
90% | Tell about different sounds in a word.

90% [ Read first grade words.

90% [ Read fluently.

LANGUAGE ARTS/WRITING (must pass 4 out of 5)

100% | Print uppercase and lowercase letters.

90% | Make telling and asking sentences.

90% | Punctuate sentences.

80% | Spell first grade words.

90% | Tell the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning first grade words.

MATHEMATICS (must pass 7 out of 9)

90% | Use strategies to solve addition and subtraction word problems.
90% [ Add and subtract facts within 20.

90% [ Count to 120.

90% | Tell how many tens and ones are in a number.

90% | Understand and use mathematical symbols correctly.

90% | Tell the length of an object using nonstandard measure.

90% [ Tell and write time in hours and half-hours using a clock.

90% | Understand and organize data.

90% [ Divide shapes into parts.

These standards represent the minimal requirements for promotion to second grade at Riley School.

Parents of students who are at risk of not reaching these standards will be notified by the classroom
teacher as early as possible.
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SECOND GRADE

STUDENTS MUST MEET THE CRITERIA IN ALL THREE CORE SUBJECT AREAS TO BE
PROMOTED.

Students will be able to:
READING (must pass 3 out of 4)

90% | Find the main idea and support it with detail in a story, paragraph, or article.

90% [ Find and understand the beginning, middle, and end of a story.

90% | Summarize and tell about the characters, setting, and plot after reading fictional stories.

90% | Read accurately and with expression.

LANGUAGE ARTS/WRITING (must pass S out of 6)

90% [ Read and spell second grade words.

90% [ Tell the difference between long and short vowels.

90% [ Complete second grade sentences.

90% [ Properly use capitalization and punctuation when writing.

90% | Write to persuade, teach, and tell a story.

90% | Revise, edit, and publish my writing.

MATHEMATICS (must pass 7 out of 10)

90% | Use strategies to solve and explain two and three digit addition and subtraction problems.

90% | Know addition and subtraction facts up to 20.

90% | Understand and use hundreds, tens, and ones.

90% [ Count to 1,000 using 1’s, 5’s, 10’s, and 100’s.

90% | Compare and estimate the length of an object using different units of measurement.

90% Make a number line.

90% Tell time to five minutes.

90% [ Count and solve problems using dollar bills, quarters, dimes, nickels, and pennies.

90% | Make graphs and tables to organize and understand data.

90% [ Use fractions to describe equal parts of a shape.

These standards represent the minimal requirements for promotion to third grade at Riley School.
Parents of students who are at risk of not reaching these standards will be notified by the classroom
teacher as early as possible.




THIRD GRADE

STUDENTS MUST MEET THE CRITERIA IN ALL THREE CORE SUBJECT AREAS TO BE
PROMOTED.

Students will be able to:
READING (must pass S out of 6)

90% | Read and understand third grade fiction/nonfiction.

90% [ Figure out the lessons or morals of the stories.

90% | Understand the difference between literal and non-literal language.

90% [ Read and comprehend informational text (ex. science and technical text).

90% | Know and apply grade level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words.
90% [ Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension.

LANGUAGE ARTS/WRITING (must pass 3 out of 4)

90% | Write to share an opinion, tell a story, inform and explain ideas.

90% [ Plan, edit, and revise writing with the help of peers and adults.

90% [ Organize short research projects.

90% | Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation,

and spelling.

MATHEMATICS (must pass 6 out of 7)

90% | Represent and solve problems involving multiplication and division.
90% [ Understand properties of multiplication.

90% | Use place value understanding to perform multi-digit arithmetic.
90% | Develop understanding of fractions as numbers.

90% | Represent and interpret data.

90% [ Solve problems involving measurement and estimation.

90% | Reason with shapes and their attributes.

These standards represent the minimal requirements for promotion to fourth grade at Riley School.
Parents of students who are at risk of not reaching these standards will be notified by the classroom
teacher as early as possible.
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FOURTH GRADE
STUDENTS MUST MEET THE CRITERIA IN ALL SUBJECT AREAS TO BE PROMOTED.

Students will be able to:
READING

READ AND UNDERSTAND FOURTH GRADE FICTION (must pass 8 out of 10)

70% | Explain a story by referring to details and examples in the text.

70% | Make conclusions about an author’s meaning by thinking about the details and examples in the text
(drawing conclusions).

70% | Figure out the theme of a piece of fiction by thinking about the details in the text.

70% [ Summarize a piece of fiction in their own words.

70% | Use specific details in a story to help describe a character, setting or event in the story.

70% | Figure out the meaning of words and phrases an author uses.

70% | Write and talk about the differences between poems, plays and fictional stories.

70% [ Refer to specific elements of poems (verse, thythm, meter) and plays (characters, settings, descriptions,
dialogue, stage directions) when I write or talk about a piece of fiction.

70% | Compare and contrast different stories by thinking about the different points of view.

70% | Tell the difference between first and third person narrators.

READ AND UNDERSTAND FOURTH GRADE NONFICTION (must pass 7 out of 9)

70% | Explain what a piece of nonfiction teaches me by referring to details and examples in the text.

70% | Figure out the main idea in nonfiction by thinking about the details in the text.

70% | Summarize a piece of nonfiction in words.

70% | Explain why and how events, procedures, ideas or concepts in historical, scientific or technical texts
happened by using the information presented.

70% [ Understand the meanings of words and phrases in fourth grade science and social studies texts.

70% | Describe how various forms of nonfiction are structured (e.g., time order, comparison, cause & effect
or problem & solution).

70% [ Interpret and use information from charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations or other internet
presentations to understand nonfiction.

70% | Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text.

70% | Use information from two different texts on the same topic to help write or speak knowledgeably about

the topic.

ANALYZE WORDS AND USE PHONICS TO HELP ME READ FOURTH GRADE WORDS (must
pass 2 out of 2)

70%

Read and understand root words that also have prefixes or suffixes.

70%

Read unfamiliar words that have more than one syllable.

READ

WITH FLUENCY AND ACCURACY IT TAKES TO UNDERSTAND FOURTH GRADE

TEXTS (must pass 1 out of 1)

70%

Use context to check understanding of fourth grade text, and reread if necessary.

LANGUAGE ARTS
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USE WHAT THEY KNOW ABOUT GRAMMAR WHEN WRITING OR SPEAKING (must pass 7 out

of 9)

70% | Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which) relative adverbs (where, when, why) when speaking
or writing.

70% | Use auxiliary words to show different conditions (e.g., can, may, must).

70% | Correctly order adjectives within sentences according to conventional standard English.

70% | Write complete sentences.

70% | Recognize inappropriate sentence fragments and run on sentences.

70% | Correctly use capitalization in all writing.

70% | Use commas and quotation marks appropriately in dialogue.

70% | Correctly use a comma and conjunction when connecting two simple sentences.

70% | Use appropriate references to help spell fourth grade words.

USE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT LANGUAGE IN DIFFERENT SITUATIONS (must pass 2 out of 3)

70% | Choose interesting words and phrases to help others understand ideas better.

70% | Choose various punctuation to help convey different moods.

70% | Figure out when to use formal speech and when to use informal speech.

FIGURE OUT WHAT WORDS MEAN AND USE THEM IN DIFFERENT SITUATIONS (must pass 4

out of 5

70% | Determine the meanings of unknown multiple-meaning words by using context clues.

70% | Use print and computer dictionaries to help find the pronunciations and clarify meanings of new words
or phrases.

70% | Understand figurative language, word relationships and small shades of differences in word meanings.

70% | Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors and context.

70% | Understand words by relating them to their antonyms and synonyms.

WRITING

WRITE DIFFERENT TYPES OF WRITING (must pass 3 out of 3)

70% | Use point of view with reasons to share opinions.
70% | Clearly write to inform and explain ideas.
70% | Write stories using a clear sequence of events and descriptive details.

MAKE WRITING PIECES BETTER (must pass 3 out of 5)

70% | Produce clear, developed and organized writing.

70% | Write for different purposes, audiences and topics.

70% | Plan, revise and edit writing with the help of peers and adults.

70% | Use technology to create pieces of writing and interact and share ideas with others.

70% | Use appropriate keyboarding skills to type one page of writing at a time, in a single sitting.

USE RESEARCH TO HELP WRITING (must pass 3 out of 5)

70% | Conduct short research projects to help learn about topics.
70% | Research and use what is experienced to gather information.
70% | Take notes to organize the research in the writing.

70% | Provide a list of sources used in gathering information.

70% | Gather evidence from all information to support writing.
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SPEAKING AND LISTENING (must pass 6 out of 8)

70% | Effectively participate in different types of discussions and with different people.

70% | Build on others’ ideas and express my own ideas clearly.

70% | Come to discussions prepared to participate.

70% | Use preparation to explore new ideas about a topic during a discussion.

70% | Follow agreed-upon rules for discussion and carry out assigned role.

70% | Ask and answer questions to help understand discussions, stay on topic and contribute to others’ ideas
and remarks.

70% | Report on a topic or tell a story with correct and appropriate facts and details to support the main idea.

70% | Speak clearly and at an understandable pace.

MATHEMATICS

USE THE FOUR OPERATIONS TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 7 out of 9)

70% | Understand that multiplication fact problems can be seen as comparison of groups.

70% | Multiply or divide to solve word problems by using drawings or writing equations and solving for a
missing number.

70% | Solve multi-step word problems involving whole numbers.

70% | Represent word problems by using equations with a letter standing for the unknown number.

70% | Determine how reasonable an answer to a word problem is by using estimation, mental math and
rounding.

70% | Find all factor pairs for a number 1 to 100.

70% | Determine whether a given whole number up to 100 is a prime or composite number.

70% | Create a number or shape pattern that follows a given rule.

70% | Notice different features of a pattern once it is created by a rule.

USE NUMBER SENSE AND PLACE VALUE TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 6 out of 8)

70% | Recognize that in a multi-digit whole number, a digit in one place represents ten times what it represents
in the place to its right.

70% | Read and write larger whole numbers using numerals, words and in expanded form.

70% | Compare two large numbers using symbols to show the comparison.

70% | Round large whole numbers to any place.

70% | Add and subtract large numbers.

70% | Multiply a whole number up to four digits by a one-digit whole number.

70% | Multiple two two-digits numbers.

70% | Find whole-number quotients and remainders with up to four-digit dividends and one digit divisors.

USE FRACTIONS TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 8 out of 10)

70% | Compare two fractions with different numerators and different denominators by creating common
denominators or numerators or by comparing them to a benchmark fraction like one-half.

70% | Compare fractions using symbols and justify the comparison by using models.

70% | Understand that improper fractions have a greater numerator than denominator.

70% | Understand addition and subtraction of fractions as joining and separating parts referring to the same

whole.

29




70% | Add and subtract mixed numbers with like denominators.

70% | Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions with like denominators.
70% | Multiply a fraction by a whole number.

70% | Solve a word problem involving multiplication of a fraction by a whole number.

70% | Use decimals to show fractions with denominators of 10 and 100.

70% | Compare two decimals to hundredths by reasoning about their size.

MEASUREMENT AND DATA TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 7 out of 9)

70% | Show knowledge of the relative size of measurement units within a single system.

70% | Show the measurements of a larger unit in terms of smaller units and record these in a table.

70% | Use the four operations to solve word problems involving measurement; including fractions and
decimals.

70% | Use knowledge of area and perimeter to solve real-world problems involving rectangles.

70% | Make a line plot to show measurements involving fractions.

70% | Solve problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions by using information presented in line
plots.

70% | Recognize angles as geometric shapes where two rays share a common endpoint.

70% | Understand that angles are measured with reference to a circle, with its center at the common endpoint
of the rays.

70% | Use a protractor to measure angles in whole-number degrees.

USE GEOMETRY TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 3 out of 4)

70% | Identify and draw points, lines, line segments, rays, angles and perpendicular & parallel lines.
70% | Classify two-dimensional shapes based on what I know about their geometrical attributes.
70% | Recognize and identify right angles.

70% | Recognize and draw lines of symmetry.

These standards represent the minimal requirements for promotion to fifth grade at Riley School.
Parents of students who are at risk of not reaching these standards will be notified by the classroom

teacher as early as possible.
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FIFTH GRADE
STUDENTS MUST MEET THE CRITERIA IN ALL SUBJECT AREAS TO BE PROMOTED

Students should be able to:
READING

READ AND UNDERSTAND FIFTH GRADE FICTION (must pass S out of 7)

70% | Accurately quote from a text.

70% | Draw inferences when reading.

70% | Find the theme in a story.

70% | Tell how characters respond to problems.

70% | Compare and contrast characters, setting, or event.

70% | Understand figurative language, similes, and metaphors.

70% | Know how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view can influence a story.

READ AND UNDERSTAND FIFTH GRADE NONFICTION (must pass S out of 7)

70% | Find the main idea and its supporting details.

70% | Summarize what I read.

70% | Tell you how people, events, ideas or concepts are related.

70% | Understand science and social studies vocabulary.

70% | Compare and contrast two texts that tell about the same event or topic.

70% | Use texts to locate an answer and solve a problem.

70% | Explain how authors support an idea.

LANGUAGE ARTS/WRITING GOALS

USE PROPER ENGLISH WHEN SPEAKING AND WRITING (must pass S out of 7)

70% | Explain the use of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections.

70% | Form and use the perfect verb tenses.

70% | Fix verb tenses that are used incorrectly.

70% | Use either/or and neither/nor correctly.

70% | Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of text.

70% | Expand, combine and reduce sentences to make them more interesting.

70% | Spell fifth grade words correctly.

FIGURE OUT WHAT WORDS MEAN AND USE THEM IN DIFFERENT SITUATIONS (must pass 4
out of 6)

70% | Use context clues to help me understand new words.

70% [ Use affixes and roots to help me learn new words.

70% | Use root words to help me learn new words.

70% | Use dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses to help understand and pronounce words.

70% | Interpret figurative language.

70% [ Use the relationship of synonyms, antonyms, and homographs to help me understand each word.

MAKE WRITING BETTER (must pass 7 out of 9)

70% | Write to persuade, teach, or tell a story.

70% | Write clearly.
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70% [ Write for different purposes, audiences, and topics.

70% | Edit and revise my writing with peers and teachers.

70% | With the support of adults, can use technology to produce and publish writing.

70% | Use research to help my writing.

70% [ Conduct short research projects.

70% | Research and use what I have experienced to gather information.

70% | Use stories and nonfiction to research.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING GOALS (must pass 6 out of 8)

70% | Understand and talk about what is heard.

70% | Engage effectively in discussions.

70% | Come to discussions prepared to share ideas.

70% | Pose and respond to questions in a discussion.

70% [ Review key ideas and draw conclusions after a discussion.

70% | Summarize what is read, seen and heard.

70% | Give a report in a logical sequence.

70% | Speak clearly and at a good pace.

MATHEMATICS

USE ALGEBRA TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 2 out 3)

70% | Write expressions heard using mathematical symbols and the order of operations.

70% | Use numerical rules and patterns to form ordered pairs and graph the ordered pairs.

70% | Use repeated addition to help me understand multiplication.

USE PLACE VALUE AND OPERATIONS TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass S out of 7)

70% [ Understand the value of each digit.

70% | Explain patterns when multiplying a number by the powers of 10.

70% [ Read, write, and compare decimals to the thousandths.

70% | Use place value understanding to round decimals to any place.

70% | Multiply multi-digit whole numbers.

70% | Divide four-digit dividends by two-digit divisors.

70% [ Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to the hundredths.

USE FRACTIONS TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 4 out of 6)

70% | Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators and mixed numbers.

70% | Solve word problems that involve fractions and mixed numbers.

70% | Understand that fractions are really the division of a numerator by the denominator.

70% | Multiply a fraction or a whole number by a fraction.

70% | Solve real-world problems by multiplying fractions and mixed numbers.

70% | Divide fractions by whole numbers and whole numbers by fractions.

USE MEASUREMENT AND DATA TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 3 out of 4)

70% | Make a line plot to display data sets of measurements in fractions.

70% | Convert measurements within the same measuring system.

70% | Understand volume and how to measure it by counting unit cubes.
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70% [ Find the volume of an object using the formula V=1 x w x h.

USE GEOMETRY TO HELP UNDERSTAND MATH (must pass 2 out of 2)

70% | Understand how to graph and interpret ordered pairs on a coordinate plane.

70% | Classify shapes into categories and based on their properties.

These standards represent the minimal requirements for promotion to sixth grade at Riley School.
Parents of students who are at risk of not reaching these standards will be notified by the classroom

teacher as early as possible.



Special Section Pertains to Junior High (Grade 6-8) Students

SIXTH GRADE

The grade level standards that follow represent the course of study for 6 grade and provide a general focus for
the instructional program in your child’s grade. However, these standards only represent the minimal
requirements for promotion. We believe that when the school and the home work together as partners, our
children will have the best opportunity to learn and succeed in school. We ask that you familiarize yourself
with these standards. During the course of the year there will be opportunities for us to work together to
support your child. The main standards in each subject area will help you to understand the total program better
and help us work toward the same goals.

6™ grade students must pass four out of the six academic core areas (Language Arts, Math, Physical
Education, Reading, Science and Social Studies) with an overall average of a D (2.0) per class. Minimum
passing standard is a 2.0 on a 12 point scale. The 12 point scale is the following: A+=12; A=11, A-=10,
B+=9, B=8, B-=7, C+=6, C=5, C-=4, D+=3, D=2, D=1, U=0 points.

AS A RESULT OF THEIR SCHOOLING, 6™ GRADE STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

MATH

RATIOS/PROPORTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Understand ratio concepts and use ratio reasoning to solve problems.

Use ratio and rate reasoning to solve real world and mathematical problems.

Solve percent problems, including finding a percent of a quantity as a rate per 100 and finding the whole, given
the part and the percent.

NUMBER SYSTEM

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to divide fractions by fractions.
Find the greatest common factor and least common multiple of two whole numbers.

Fluently add, subtract, multiply, and divide multi-digit decimals.

Calculate integers using the four basic operations.

Understand ordering and absolute value of rational numbers.

Use integers to represent real-world situations.

Solve real-world and mathematical problems by graphing points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane.

EXPRESSIONS/EQUATIONS

Apply and extend previous understandings of arithmetic to algebraic expressions.

Write and evaluate numerical expressions involving exponents.

Write, read, and evaluate expressions in which variables stand for numbers.

Apply the properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions.

Write and solve one-variable equations and inequalities when solving real-world or mathematical problems.
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GEOMETRY

Find the area of triangles, special quadrilaterals, and composite solids.

Find the volume of rectangular and triangular prisms.

Represent three dimensional figures using nets made up of rectangles and triangles.
Use nets to find the surface area of rectangular/triangular prisms, and pyramids.
Apply the finding of area, volume and surface area to real-world problems.

STATISTICS/PROBABILITY

Find and interpret measures of center (mean, median, and mode).

Find and interpret measures of variation (Quartiles, inter-quartile range, and range).

Summarize and describe distributions by displaying numerical data in plots on a number line, dot plots,
histograms, and box plots.

READING

Identify and cite textual evidence to support analysis of text; use textual evidence to make inferences.
Determine a theme or central idea of a text; create an objective summary of text.

Describe how plot unfolds in episodes and track how characters change as plot unfolds.

Determine the meaning of words within context including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of word choice on meaning and tone.

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and
contributes to development of theme, setting, or plot.

Explain how an author develops the points of view of characters in a text.

Compare and contrast the reading of a text with the experience of listening/viewing an audio, video, or live
version.

Compare and contrast texts in different forms and/or genres.

Identify the argument/claims and supporting evidence in a piece of informational text.

Compare and contrast informational genres such as memoir and biography.

Read and comprehend varying forms of literature and informational text with the appropriate text complexity

for students in grades 6-8 (with appropriate scaffolding).

*These criteria are based on the new Illinois Learning Standards for English Language Arts.
**More information on how text complexity is determined and grade appropriate examples can be found in
Appendix A of the English Language Arts Common Core Standards.
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LANGUAGE ARTS

WRITING

Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and express ideas, concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of related content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective techniques, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing with appropriate development, organization, and style appropriate to the
task, purpose, and audience.

With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning,
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with
others; demonstrate skills to type works of varying lengths.

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the question
when appropriate.

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source. Quote
or paraphrase the data and conclusions of experts while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic
information for sources.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

SPEAKING AND LISTENING

Participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Interpret information presented in different media and formats and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
issue of study.

Interpret a speaker’s argument and specific claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and facts
from claims that are not.

Present information orally, with focus on sequencing ideas logically and using related descriptions, facts, and
details to highlight main ideas or themes. Do so using appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation.

Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and visual displays in presentations to
clarify information.

Demonstrate command of formal as well as casual English in speaking situations, when indicated or
appropriate.

LANGUAGE

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when
writing.

Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.
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Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 6
reading and content, choosing from a range of strategies.

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and subtle differences in word meanings.
Learn and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and subject-specific words and phrases. Consider
vocabulary knowledge when choosing a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

SCIENCE

Work cooperatively to design, carry out and document controlled experiments.

Follow multi step procedures when carrying out experiments, taking measurements with lab equipment, or
performing technical tasks.

Collect data using process skills including observing, predicting, estimating, and measuring.

Formulate inferences based on observations.

Relate data from experiments to hypotheses and conclusions.

Communicate the results of controlled experiments.

Correctly use metric units.

Analyze and interpret information provided in data tables, graphs and charts.

Demonstrate the ability to work safely and responsibly in a lab setting.

Use technology, including the internet to develop presentations for short research projects.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the
task, purpose and audience.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about and explain the following topics: rocks
and minerals, plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, energy resources, astronomy, freshwater resources,
oceans and weather.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Recognize that current events help us understand the past, present and future.

Identify the beginnings of civilization and understand the impact of early civilizations on the cultures in the
world today.

Identify the land masses and major bodies of water as located on the earth.

Compare and contrast graphs, diagrams, timelines, charts, and tables.

Describe the contributions made by individuals and civilizations in world history.

Compare distances and areas on a single map or globe and make predictions from information provided on a
map.

Recognize that elevation, geographic features, and climate affect the cultural aspects of a region.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Engage in daily exercise.

Display proper conduct and sportsmanship.

Develop skills necessary to participate in a wide variety of group and individual activities.

Demonstrate knowledge of rules and techniques of team and individual activities.

Demonstrate safe and appropriate use of equipment and execute safe body and management skills during
physical activity.

Perform fitness testing based on health related components of fitness.

Identify reasons for being fit.

Understand the basic principles needed to achieve a fit and healthy body.
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SEVENTH GRADE

The grade level standards that follow represent the course of study for 7" grade and provide a general focus for
the instructional program in your child’s grade. However, these standards only represent the minimal
requirements for promotion. We believe that when the school and the home work together as partners, our
children will have the best opportunity to learn and succeed in school. We ask that you familiarize yourself
with these standards. During the course of the year there will be opportunities for us to work together to
support your child. The main standards in each subject area will help you to understand the total program better
and help us work toward the same goals.

7™ grade students must pass four out of the six academic core areas (Language Arts, Math, Physical
Education, Reading, Science and Social Studies with an overall average of a D (2.0) per class. Minimum
passing standard is a 2.0 on a 12 point scale. The 12 point scale is the following: A+=12; A=11, A-=10,
B+=9, B=8, B-=7, C+=6, C=5, C-=4, D+=3, D=2, D-=1, U=0 points. Successful completion of an
experiment-based science fair project is also a requirement for advancement.

AS A RESULT OF THEIR SCHOOLING, 7" GRADE STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

MATH

RATIOS/PROPORTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

Compute unit rates associated with ratios of fractions.

Convert units of measure between derived units to solve problems.

Identify the constant of proportionality in tables, graphs, equations, diagrams, and verbal descriptions of
proportional relationships.

Decide whether two quantities are proportional.

Use proportional relationships to solve multistep ratio and percent problems (simple interest, markups, and
markdowns).

NUMBER SYSTEM

Read and write integers.

Calculate the four operations with positive and negative rational numbers.

Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving the four operations with positive and negative rational
numbers.

EXPRESSIONS/EQUATIONS

Evaluate and simplify algebraic expressions.

Identify and use mathematical properties to simplify and factor expressions.

Apply Distributive Property to rewrite algebraic expressions.

Add and subtract linear expressions.

Solve one/two-step equations and inequalities using positive and negative rational numbers.
Use variables to represent quantities in real-world or mathematical problems.

Construct simple equations and inequalities to solve problems by reasoning about the quantities.
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GEOMETRY

Solve problems involving scale drawings.

Draw, construct, and describe geometrical figures and describe the relationship between them.
Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, and volume.

STATISTICS/PROBABILITY

Use random sampling to draw inferences about a population.
Draw informal comparative inferences about two populations.
Find and interpret the probability of a simple event.

Find probabilities of compound events.

---Eighth grade students may be eligible to participate in the algebra program at Riley Community Consolidated
School. The criteria for entering into the algebra program will consist of two in-class tests (algebraic diagnostic
test and basic skills test), classroom performance and grades for the first three quarters. All testing and
tabulating will be done during the end of the fourth quarter of the student’s seventh grade school year. Students
will be notified during the summer months by letter if they have met the criteria to enter into the algebra
program

This program includes independent study and responsibility. At the end of the First Quarter, students not
maintaining a “B-" average will be moved back into the regular 8" grade math program. Removal will happen
only at the quarters end and only by teacher recommendation to administration. Algebra will then be retaken
their freshman year. After the First Quarter, students will remain in the Algebra program for the remainder of
the year regardless of grade. If they have not maintained a “B-* average throughout the year, it will be the High
School’s decision as to whether they count this class and allow students to take Unified Geometry at the High
School their Freshman Year.

READING

Identify and cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of text and to support inferences.
Analyze the development of a theme or central idea over the course of a text; provide an objective summary of
the text.

Analyze how plot elements interact with one another (e.g., how setting shapes the characters).

Determine the meaning of words within context including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of rhyming and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) in varying genres of text.

Identify text structures and discuss how they contribute to the overall meaning of a text.

Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of characters in a text.

Compare and contrast 