
METUCHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 Guidance & School Counseling Department    Metuchen High School 

   400 Grove Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840     (732) 321-8700

REQUEST TO ADVANCE IN COURSE PLACEMENT 

Instructions:   Any student wishing to take a course at an institution other than Metuchen High School, for the 

purpose of advancing their course placement, must first have this request approved by the appropriate academic 

department supervisor.  Please note that all English and History courses, as well as Algebra 1, Geometry and 

Biology, must be taken within the Metuchen School District. 

The student must: 
1. Submit this form to the school counselor, which must include a rationale for the request and a 4-year course of

study plan for MHS.

2. Complete this form no later than June 1st of the current school year.  Later submissions will not be accepted.

3. Take and pass (with a minimum grade of B) the MHS final exam for the approved course in August, before the

start of the school year.

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________    Grade Level:  ____________ 

Student Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Email Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Course Title:  _______________________________________________________     Course Code:  ____________ 

Name of School: ____________________________________________________     (Attach full course description) 

MHS Course Equivalent:   ___________________________________________   Subject Area:   ____________  

Rationale for request:   __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Course of Study Plan 

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12 

Course(s) the student 

plans to take at MHS 

each year 

Current Course in Subject Area: _______________________________________  Grade-to-date: __________ 

We (student/parent) understand that no credit will be awarded on the Metuchen High School transcript for the 

course advanced through.  We have reviewed the attached letter providing important information for this program. 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________________   Date:   ________________ 

Parent Signature:    ____________________________________________________   Date:   _______________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------- 

For Office Use Only:           Approved     Not Approved                         Counselor: ______________________ 

Supervisor’s Signature: _____________________________________________________  DATE: 

___________________ 



METUCHEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Metuchen High School

400 Grove Avenue, Metuchen, NJ 08840
(732) 321-8700 ext. 5020 - Fax (732) 767-9315

Dear Students and Parents/Guardians,

This letter is to provide information about Requests to Advance in Course Placement. The program offers
an opportunity for select students to advance their learning independently or through instructional
providers outside of Metuchen High School. If they are successful, and demonstrate that success in a
final exam, they are eligible to move to a more advanced course.

While we do offer this program to provide opportunities to our most capable independent learners, it is
our recommendation that nearly all students complete their coursework at Metuchen High School. We
recommend this for several reasons, including:

● It is very challenging to compact a full year’s learning into a summer course of significantly
shorter duration. Even lengthier summer courses lack time for the processing and practice
required for enduring learning.

● We have had a very low success rate in our years of experience with this program. Even very
accomplished students are often frustrated with their lack of success in achieving advancement.

● We have had negative experiences with some “third party” instructional providers. Instructional
quality varies, and they sometimes do not deliver their published curriculum in the actual course.

Here are some important aspects of the program:

We will not review curricula from outside providers. We do not wish to convey information about third 
party coursework over which we have no control. We will provide you with an MHS curriculum for the 
course you wish to advance through. You will need to evaluate which resources to use to advance your 
independent learning.

● You no longer need to take a course, although we certainly suggest you do. You can opt to
self-study or to use online resources.

● You will need to take the MHS final exam for the course you wish to advance through. You will
need to earn a minimum grade of 82%. There are no exceptions to this, and there will not be
“retakes”.

● Exams will be scheduled in late August. It is your responsibility to check the MHS website for
information about the exams. Information about the timing and location, and any testing
instructions will be posted there. You should use the information provided in the curriculum to
prepare for the exam. We cannot schedule specific dates at this time, but it is our intent to
schedule exams for the latter half of August. Dates will be announced as soon as possible.

● This program is not available for any of the following: English courses, History courses, Algebra
1, Geometry courses, Music Ensembles, or students entering Grade 9 (unless the incoming 9th
grade student is switching their world language-this has to be discussed with their 8th grade
counselor and World Language Supervisor).

Please feel free to reach out to the appropriate content Supervisor if you have any questions.

Ilana Kurtin: School Counseling Supervisor
Kathryn Lemerich: Supervisor of STEM
Ashley Jaye: Supervisor of K-12 Art, Music, World Language, and Gifted and Talented
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