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Accelerated Reader (AR) Guidelines
Grades 1 - 12

Springfield School District RE-4

What is Accelerated Reader (AR)?
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a program designed to encourage students to

read. AR quizzes students’ comprehension of books they have read using an
online computer program.

AR is used with grades 1st - high school. Kindergarten students use
reading logs to track their reading.

Goals and Points:
Your child’s classroom teacher (grades 1-5), junior high/high school

librarian (grade 6-8), or high school teacher will assign a point goal to each
student at the beginning of each nine weeks. Staff members will take into
consideration student IEPs or other accommodations when setting goals.

All books in both libraries are marked with the book level and the point
value. Books from home and the public library can also be read. To see if books
have a quiz use the website: arbookfinder.com or the app: ARbookfinder

Reading Levels:
Elementary students will have a reading level set by the classroom

teacher. Students will not be able to quiz outside of their level. The classroom
teacher may lower elementary students’ reading levels on Family Reading Night
or Dr Seuss Day.

Junior high/high school students will read books age appropriate to them.

AR Quizzing:
*100% of AR quizzes will be taken at school during the hours of 7:30

a.m. - 4:30 p.m.*
-Elementary students should get approval from their classroom

teacher to come before 8:00 a.m. or to stay after school.
*Extenuating Circumstances will be approved by either Title Teacher and/or

High School Librarian, classroom teacher, or administration.
-This ensures the student is the one quizzing and is not cheating in

any way.
-Any quizzes taken off campus will be deleted.
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*On Family Reading Nights, elementary students are allowed to quiz until
6:00 p.m. Quizzes must be taken at school. Students must be accompanied by
an adult at Reading Night.

*Upper elementary students will only be allowed to quiz and make no more
than 4 points at Family Reading Night.

*Students will not be allowed to quiz on reading materials from the website
Epic.

*Students must be present at school for the day in order to take AR tests.
Students who are absent may not come in at any point during the day to AR quiz.

*Elementary students will only be allowed to quiz on one article quiz (from
Renaissance) a week.

*Junior High students will only be allowed to take 3 article quizzes (from
Renaissance) a quarter.

*Students with an IEP or other accommodations may have AR quizzes
read to them by a school staff member if necessary.

*Primary grade students may have quizzes read to them by a school staff
member if necessary.

*After reading the entire book, students will be allowed to quiz at school.
*The movie is not the same as the book, so don’t quiz after watching the

movie.
*After reading a book, students may only quiz on that specific title; not any

other adapted versions of the same title. Multiple versions of the same title will be
deleted.

*Elementary: Points DO NOT carry over quarter to quarter.
*JH: Points DO carry over from quarter to quarter.

*Students MAY NOT
-Look back in the book while testing
-Assist another student with a test
-Take a test or tests for another student
-Share answers with other students
-Quiz anywhere besides at school

*There will be consequences for cheating on AR.
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Rewards:
*Students who make their quarter goal on time will be able to participate in

the end of quarter reward.
*Elementary students who make all 4 quarter goals on time or have made

up all their points will get to go on the big AR trip at the end of the school year.
*Elementary students will have to make 2 out of 3 quarterly goals

ON TIME to be eligible for the end of year trip.
*JH students who make all 4 quarter goals on time will get to go on the big

AR trip at the end of the school year. Points cannot be made up like elementary.
*1st - 5th students who make each quarter goal on time or make up AR

points will get to pick out a new book from the book fair in April. Students will be
given books at the award assembly at the end of the year. (Price of the book will
be determined at the beginning of the April Book Fair).

*6th/7th/8th grade students who make the most AR points from the year in
their grade will get to pick out a new book from the book fair in April.

*Kindergarten students get to pick out a book at the April book fair if
they’ve completed the number of reading logs set by the teacher at the beginning
of the year.

*AR trips will be determined by staff at any point in the school year.

Grades and Discipline:
*Grades and discipline will be taken into consideration when determining if

a student can participate in AR rewards at any point in the year.
-AR rewards include, but are not limited to–quarterly prizes and end

of year prizes and trips.
*If an elementary student has more than one FULL day of ISS, they will not

be eligible for the end of year trip.
*If an elementary student has had more than 1 OSS, they will not be

eligible for the end of year trip.
*If junior high students are ineligible on the Monday morning of the reward

week, they will not be able to participate.
*If a junior high student has had more than 1 OSS, they will not be eligible

for the end of year trip.

ISS: In School Suspension
OSS: Out of School Suspension
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Elementary: Goal Getters
Grades–Students must be in good standing. All work current AND NO F’s
On Target–80% of AR tests passed should be at or above grade level
(accommodations for students with an IEP/504/etc will be made)

AR–100% of goal made by deadline(s)
100% of testing is done at school

Level-Headed–Students should be making good choices

Please Note:
If any other questionable circumstances arise at any point during the

school year that are not addressed in this document, decisions will be made at
the discretion of the Title Teacher and/or High School Librarian, classroom
teacher and/or administration.


