
Vi. 

VII. 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, November 28, 2023 

5:15 p.m. - Wm. Budd Room, Fairmont Elementary School 

ROLL CALL & CALL TO ORDER 

A regular meeting of the Fairmont Area Schools Board of Education was held on Tuesday, November 
28, 2023 at 5:15 p.m. in the Wm. Budd Board Room. Members in attendance were Julie Laue, Dan 

Brookens, Mari Myren, and Jen Harris. Absent: Nicole Green and Mike Edman. Student school 

board member, Grace Simpson, was also present. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

MINUTES 
A motion was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to unanimously approve 
the November 14, 2023 school board meeting minutes. 

AGENDA 
A motion was offered by Mari Myren, seconded by Jen Harris and carried to unanimously approve the 

November 28, 2023 school board meeting agenda. 

CELEBRATIONS AND SCHOOL / COMMUNITY REPORTS 

A. National FFA Convention 

FFA Advisor, Nick Pease, shared details about the National FFA Convention, which was held 

in Indianapolis, IN November 1 - 4. Seven FHS students attended. Students and advisors 

from several area schools traveled on the same bus. Over 70,000 students nationwide 

attended the conference. Some of the convention sessions and sites included a visit to Fair 
Oaks Farm, a motivational presentation by the retiring national FFA president, a tour of the 

Ozark Fisheries, and attendance at the World’s Largest Rodeo. FHS senior and FFA 

president, Will Niestrath, also spoke about the experience. He was very impressed with the 
motivational speaker, indicating he did a great job gearing his message toward high school 
students. Will noted that there were many ag businesses and ag colleges represented at the 

convention site. Will had attended last year’s convention and enjoyed re-connecting with 
people. He also appreciated the bonding that took place with students from area schools 

while riding the bus to and from Indianapolis. On another topic, Will shared that he and other 

FFA members have spoken with students in all 7th & 8th grade ag classes, encouraging them 

to consider joining FFA. He said one of the main points they make is that living on a farm is 

not a requirement for being a FFA member. FFA has much to offer students of all 
backgrounds. Mr. Traetow thanked Will and others for their willingness to speak with the 

younger students, indicating their efforts have been helpful in growing the junior FFA program. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT AND CALENDAR 

FINANCIAL BUSINESS 

A. Donations / Grants 
A resolution was offered by Dan Brookens, seconded by Mari Myen and adopted on a 

unanimous roll call vote to approve acceptance of the following: A $3,000 grant from Fairmont 

3M for Robotics; $300 pork certificates to each Fairmont Elementary and Fairmont High 

School from the Martin County Pork Producers. 

B. Financial Reports & Bills 

A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to unanimously 
approve wire transfers for 11/9/23 - 11/22/23, and payment of the November 28, 2023 bills.



Vill. 

Xl. 

Xl. 

OLD BUSINESS 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. PIE / Hunt Grants 

A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Jen Harris and carried to unanimously 
approve allocation of the PIE / Hunt grant dollars for the 2023-24 school year. 

B, Student Support Personnel Aid 

A resolution was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Jen Harris and adopted on a unanimous 

roll call vote to approve an agreement between the District and Southern Plains Education 
Cooperative whereby expenses allocated to the Student Support Personnel Aid will be 

allocated by member districts. 

C. School Board Meeting Schedule 

A motion was offered by Mari Myren, seconded by Dan Brookens and carried to unanimously 

approve canceling the December 26, 2023 school board meeting. 

PERSONNEL 

A. Resignations 

A motion was offered by Mari Myren, seconded by Jen Harris and carried to unanimously 
accept the following resignations: 

1. Abby Ehlert, high school paraprofessional, effective November 20, 2023 
2. Jean Mosloski, elementary ASA, effective December 1, 2023. 

B. Employment 

A motion was offered by Jen Harris, seconded by Mari Myren and carried to unanimously 
approve employment of the following: 

1. Jill Monahan, Long-Term Substitute Teacher 

Effective November 15, 2023 - on or about Jan. 26, 2024 Salary: BA, Step 1 

2. Bruel Simpson, Evening Custodian | 
Date of Employment: December 4, 2023 Salary: Step 1 

3. Abby Ehlert, ASA 
Date of Employment: November 27, 2023 Salary: Step 1 

4, Fine Arts Coaches for 2023-24 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Teacher Negotiation Meetings - Nov. 15 & 20 (Jen) 
B. Listening Lunch with Elementary Student Council - Nov. 17 (Mari) 
C. Policy Committee Meeting - Nov. 16 (Julie) 
D. Southern Plains Cooperative Board Meeting - Nov. 27 (Julie) 

ADJOURNMENT 
A motion was offered by Julie Laue, seconded by Dan Brookens and carried to unanimously approve 

adjourning the school board meeting at 5:58 p.m.



Fairmont Area Schools ISD 2752 

School Board Meeting Superintendent's Report 
November 28, 2023 

1. Registration/Enrollment Report 

a. Number of Enrolled Students for 2023-2024 (*as of 11/27/23) 

i. FJSHS: 843 (+ 1) (11/14/22: 862 Students) 
ii. FES: 865 (- 4) (11/14/22: 849 Students) 

iii. TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 1,708 (+/- 0) (11/14/22: 1,711 Students) 

iv. 22-23 Enrollment Range: Low = 1,711; High = 1,736 (Range = 25) 

2. Buildings & Grounds Updates 
a. Work continues on exterior lighting related to our spectator entrance project. Some of the canopy 

lighting needs to be replaced as well as the addition of signage indicating “spectator entrance’. 
b. The Cardinal Park Fieldhouse project is continuing to make progress. The structure is now 

enclosed and finishing work on the interior and exterior will continue. 

3. Open Door Health Center (ODHC) Collaborative Meeting 
a. The beginning of last week | took part in a collaborative meeting with two representatives from 

ODHC. The meeting was simply an update of where things are at in the planning process. Our 
school attorney has provided an updated MOU. An Operations Committee meeting is scheduled 
for December 6th at which representatives from ODHC will be present to answer any questions. 

We will then have them attend a board meeting in January as a part of a work session for the 
entire board to learn more details and have the opportunity to ask questions. 

4. Fiscal Year 2023 Audit 
a. The school district's audit for fiscal year 2023 is nearly complete with a few final details to be 

completed. We are anticipating the completion in the next week with a presentation at our 

December 12th school board meeting. 

5. Big South Conference Expansion Update 

a. Work continues in search of a potential sixteenth member of our conference. We recently 

attended a work session at a school within our region to provide information related to the 

conference and sponsored activities. We should know within the next couple of months if 

continued expansion will take place for the 25-26 school year. In the event a sixteenth conference 

member is secured, no further expansion would be pursued. 

6. Fairmont Area Schools Strategic Planning 
a. No new updates. 

7. Upcoming Reports & School Events 

a. Next School Board Meeting(s) 

i. December 12, 2023 @ 5:15 p.m. - FES Budd Room 

1. Truth In Taxation Hearing @ 6:00 p.m. - FES Budd Room


