
Weapons Prohibition

A student who is determined to have brought one of the following objects to school, any
school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable relationship to
school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year but not more than 2 calendar years:

A student who is determined to have brought one of the following objects to school, any
school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable relationship to
school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year but not more than 2 calendar years:

(1) A firearm, meaning any gun, rifle, shotgun, weapon as defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of the
United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the Firearm Owners Identification Card
Act, or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 1961. The expulsion period may
be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent’s determination may be modified by
the board on a case-by-case basis.

(2) A knife, brass knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or
any other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including “look-a-likes” of
any firearm as defined above.

The expulsion requirement may be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent’s
determination may be modified by the board on a case-by-case basis.

Gang & Gang Activity Prohibited

“Gang” is defined as any group, club or organization of two or more persons whose purposes
include the commission of illegal acts. No student on or about school property or at any school
activity or whenever the student’s conduct is reasonably related to a school activity, shall: (1)
wear, possess, use, distribute, display, or sell any clothing, jewelry, paraphernalia or other items
which reasonably could be regarded as gang symbols; commit any act or omission, or use either
verbal or non‐verbal gestures, or handshakes showing membership or affiliation in a gang; or (2)
use any speech or commit any act or omission in furtherance of the interest of any gang or gang
activity, including, but not limited to, soliciting others for membership in any gangs; (3) request any
person to pay protection or otherwise intimidate, harass or threaten any person; (4) commit any
other illegal act or other violation of district policies, (5) or incite other students to act with physical
violence upon any other person.

Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation, and Harassment[1]

Bullying, intimidation, and harassment diminish a student’s ability to learn and a school’s
ability to educate. Preventing students from engaging in these disruptive behaviors and
providing all students equal access to a safe, non-hostile learning environment are
important district and school goals.

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, national origin, military status,
unfavorable discharge status from the military service, sex, sexual orientation, gender
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identity, gender-related identity or expression, ancestry, age, religion, physical or mental
disability, order of protection status, status of being homeless, or actual or potential
marital or parental status, including pregnancy, association with a person or group with
one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other
distinguishing characteristic is prohibited in each of the following situations:

1. During any school-sponsored education program or activity.

2. While in school, on school property, on school buses or other school
vehicles, at designated school bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at
school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities.

3. Through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school
computer network, or other similar electronic school equipment.

4. Through the transmission of information from a computer that is accessed at
a non-school-related location, activity, function, or program or from the use of
technology or an electronic device that is not owned, leased, or used by the
school district or school if the bullying causes a substantial disruption to the
educational process or orderly operation of a school.

Bullying includes cyber-bullying and means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal
act or conduct, including communications made in writing or electronically, directed
toward a student or students that has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of
one or more of the following:

1. Placing the student or students in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s or
students’ person or property;

2. Causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student’s or students’
physical or mental health;

3. Substantially interfering with the student’s or students’ academic
performance; or

4. Substantially interfering with the student’s or students’ ability to participate
in or benefit from the services, activities, or privileges provided by a school.

Cyberbullying means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic
communication, including without limitation any transfer of signs, signals, writing,
images, sounds, data, or intelligence of any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a
wire, radio, electromagnetic system, photo-electronic system, or photo-optical system,
including without limitation electronic mail, Internet communications, instant messages,
or facsimile communications. Cyberbullying includes the creation of a webpage or
weblog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person or the knowing
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impersonation of another person as the author of posted content or messages if the
creation or impersonation creates any of the effects enumerated in the definition of
bullying. Cyberbullying also includes the distribution by electronic means of a
communication to more than one person or the posting of material on an electronic
medium that may be accessed by one or more persons if the distribution or posting
creates any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying.

Bullying may take various forms, including without limitation one or more of the
following: harassment, threats, intimidation, stalking, physical violence, sexual
harassment, sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction of property, or
retaliation for asserting or alleging an act of bullying. This list is meant to be illustrative
and non-exhaustive.

Students are encouraged to immediately report bullying. A report may be made orally or
in writing to the building principal, nondiscrimination coordinator, district complaint
manager or any staff member with whom the student is comfortable speaking. All school
staff members are available for help with a bully or to make a report about bullying.
Anyone, including staff members and parents/guardians, who has information about
actual or threatened bullying is encouraged to report it to the district complaint manager
or any staff member. Anonymous reports are also accepted by phone call or in writing.

The district will contact parents or guardians via email, text, or phone call within 24 hours of
an alleged incident. All parents/guardians of all students involved in the alleged incident will
be notified.

The notice will include social work, counseling, services or interventions that are available. It will
also include all instances of bullying and all threats, suggestions, or instances of self harm
determined to be the result of bullying.

Nondiscrimination Coordinator:
Maryanne Boren
Mboren@meridian101.com
618-342-6778

Complaint Managers:[2]

Jeffrey DuFour Maryanne Boren Latasha Woodson
jdufour@meridian101.com mboren@meridian101.com lwoodson@meridian101.com

618-342-6778 618-342-6778 618-342-6773
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A reprisal or retaliation against any person who reports an act of bullying is prohibited. A student’s act of
reprisal or retaliation will be treated as bullying for purposes of determining any consequences or other
appropriate remedial actions.

A student will not be punished for reporting bullying or supplying information, even if the school’s
investigation concludes that no bullying occurred. However, knowingly making a false accusation or
providing knowingly false information will be treated as bullying for purposes of determining any
consequences or other appropriate remedial actions.

Students and parents/guardians are also encouraged to read the following school district policies: 7:20,
Harassment of Students Prohibited and 7:180, Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation and
Harassment.[3]

Harassment & Teen Dating Violence Prohibited

Harassment Prohibited
No person, including a school or school district employee or agent, or student, shall harass, intimidate, or
bully a student on the basis of actual or perceived: race; color; national origin; military status; unfavorable
discharge status from military service; sex; sexual orientation; gender identity[1]; gender-related identity or
expression; ancestry; age; religion; physical or mental disability; order of protection status; status of being
homeless; actual or potential marital or parental status, including pregnancy; association with a person or
group with one or more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics; or any other distinguishing
characteristic. The District will not tolerate harassing, intimidating conduct, or bullying whether verbal,
physical, sexual, or visual, that affects the tangible benefits of education, that unreasonably interferes with a
student’s educational performance, or that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational
environment. Examples of prohibited conduct include name-calling, using derogatory slurs, stalking, sexual
violence, causing psychological harm, threatening or causing physical harm, threatened or actual destruction
of property, or wearing or possessing items depicting or implying hatred or prejudice of one of the
characteristics stated above.

Sexual Harassment Prohibited
The school and district shall provide an educational environment free of verbal, physical, or other conduct or
communications constituting harassment on the basis of sex as defined and otherwise prohibited by State
and federal law.

Teen Dating Violence Prohibited
Engaging in teen dating violence that takes place at school, on school property, at school-sponsored
activities, or in vehicles used for school-provided transportation is prohibited. For purposes of this policy, the
term teen dating violence occurs whenever a student who is 13 to 19 years of age uses or threatens to use
physical, mental, or emotional abuse to control an individual in the dating relationship; or uses or threatens to
use sexual violence in the dating relationship.

Making a Report or Complaint
Students are encouraged to promptly report claims or incidences of bullying, intimidation, harassment, sexual
harassment, or any other prohibited conduct to the Nondiscrimination Coordinator, Building Principal,
Assistant Building Principal, Dean of Students, a Complaint Manager, or any employee with whom the
student is comfortable speaking. A student may choose to report to an employee of the student’s same
gender..
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Complaint Managers:[2]
Jeffrey DuFour Maryanne Boren LatashaWoodson
jdufour@meridian101.com mboren@meridian101.com lwoodson@meridian101.com
618-342-6778 618-342-6778 618-342-6773
Any person making a knowingly false accusation regarding prohibited conduct will likewise be subject to
discipline.

Gang & Gang Activity Prohibited
“Gang” is defined as any group, club or organization of two or more persons whose purposes
include the commission of illegal acts. No student on or about school property or at any school
activity or whenever the student’s conduct is reasonably related to a school activity, shall: (1)
wear, possess, use, distribute, display, or sell any clothing, jewelry, paraphernalia or other items
which reasonably could be regarded as gang symbols; commit any act or omission, or use either
verbal or non‐verbal gestures, or handshakes showing membership or affiliation in a gang; or (2)
use any speech or commit any act or omission in furtherance of the interest of any gang or gang
activity, including, but not limited to, soliciting others for membership in any gangs; (3) request any
person to pay protection or otherwise intimidate, harass or threaten any person; (4) commit any
other illegal act or other violation of district policies, (5) or incite other students to act with physical
violence upon any other person.

Re-Engagement of Returning Students
The building principal or designee shall meet with a student returning to school from an
out-of-school suspension, expulsion or alternative school setting. The goal of this meeting shall be
to support the student’s ability to be successful in school following a period of exclusion and shall
include an opportunity for students who have been suspended to complete or make-up missed
work for equivalent academic credit. 

Disciplinary Definitions
DISCIPLINE POLICIES

No handbook can specifically address every type of disciplinary offense. With that in mind, the
Meridian School administration reserves the right to address not only the infractions described in
this handbook but also those infractions not specifically covered in the handbook in the best
interests of the school and of the students.

STUDENT DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES

It is necessary for any school to establish certain rules and regulations that foster an orderly
learning atmosphere. The policies and procedures dealing with student conduct at Meridian High
School were established to ensure that the school can function in an orderly manner. These rules
and regulations are considered justifiable and will be implemented in a firm and consistent
manner.

58



Any student who disobeys the policies and procedures dealing with student conduct at
Meridian HS, or at any school-related activity, may be subject to disciplinary action by the
behavior interventionist, principal, superintendent, or Board of Education.

Students should also be cognizant of the fact that minor behavior infractions will be dealt
with by faculty and support staff either through the assignment of detention or referral to
the principal.

Classroom Disruption/ School Disruption

Disruption is defined as conduct and/or behavior that is destructive or disruptive to the orderly
educational procedure to the school environment. Types of behavior may include but not be
limited to inappropriate discussion, language, horseplay, or defiance of authority.

Defiance Of Authority

Defiance of authority is defined as any act or behavior in which the student willfully defies the
lawful authority to follow reasonable instructions of any school personnel.

Disrespect

Disrespect is defined as lack of respect or courteous regard for another person. Students shall be
respectful to all adults in the building. Disrespect to staff members will result in disciplinary actions
by the classroom teacher and/or a school administrator.

Verbal Abuse of a Meridian School District Employee

Verbal abuse is defined as using profanity and/or inappropriate and/or threatening comments
directed towards a staff member.

After School Detention (ASD)

Only the principal or administrative designee may assign a student to After School Detention.
Detention is from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. Students are expected to serve their assigned detention on
the assigned date. Absence from school on the day of assigned detention does not relieve the
student from serving the detention at a later date. Students will not be excused from detention to
participate in or attend extracurricular activities. Students may be excused from detention upon
parent request but must serve the detention on the very next scheduled detention date.

Saturday School (SS)

Only the behavior interventionist or Administrative may assign a student to Saturday
Be on time – Saturday School begins at 8:00 AM and end at assigned time between 10:00 AM
and 1:00 PM, depending upon the offense and/or previous behavior/consequences.
Late arrivals will not be admitted and will be re-assigned a new attendance date.
Bring textbooks, library books, or appropriate schoolwork to complete
Students are provided a 5 minute stretch/break time each hour

● No food or drink is allowed
● A student must remain awake during the entire assignment
● All school rules apply during Saturday School
● A student leaving without permission is subject to the next higher level of discipline
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